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Abstract

Purpose: The general objective of this study was to
investigate the impact of decolonization on the
political and social landscapes with emphasis on
Kenya.

Methodology: The study adopted a desktop research
methodology. Desk research refers to secondary data
or that which can be collected without fieldwork. Desk
research is basically involved in collecting data from
existing resources hence it is often considered a low
cost technique as compared to field research, as the
main cost is involved in executive’s time, telephone
charges and directories. Thus, the study relied on
already published studies, reports and statistics. This
secondary data was easily accessed through the online
journals and library.

Findings: The findings revealed that there exists a
contextual and methodological gap relating to the
impacts of decolonization on the political and social
landscapes in Africa. Preliminary empirical review
revealed the importance of strengthening democratic
institutions and promoting citizen participation in the
political ~ process. This includes enhancing
transparency, accountability, and representation to
address the persistent challenges of corruption and
unequal power distribution. Additionally, supporting
and empowering civil society organizations is crucial
for advocating social justice, human rights, and
democratic governance, enabling them to play an
active role in shaping the post-colonial landscape.

Unique Contribution to Theory, Practice and
Policy: The Postcolonial theory, the Dependence
theory and the Critical Race theory may be used to
anchor future studies on the impacts of decolonization
on the political and social landscapes of Africa. The
study recommends that African nations can navigate
the challenges and harness the opportunities of
decolonization, paving the way for inclusive,
democratic, and sustainable development by focusing
on the economic development, addressing the ethnic
conflicts,  increasing  investment,  improving
infrastructure and addressing quality disparities.
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INTRODUCTION

The political and social landscapes in Africa have witnessed significant developments in recent
years. Many countries in Africa have experienced democratic transitions, with an increasing
number of multiparty elections taking place across the continent. The level of political freedom in
Africa has improved over the past two decades. However, challenges such as corruption, weak
governance, and conflicts still persist in some regions. The African Union has been actively
involved in promoting peace and stability on the continent, and efforts have been made to enhance
regional integration through initiatives such as the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA). Additionally, social issues such as poverty, inequality, and access to basic services
remain significant challenges for many African countries. The United Nations Development
Programme's Human Development Index (HDI) indicates that while progress has been made in
areas such as education and healthcare, there is still a considerable gap compared to developed
economies (Bratton & Mattes, 2014)

In developed economies like the United States, the political and social landscapes exhibit their
own unique characteristics. In terms of politics, the U.S. has a well-established democratic system
with a two-party system dominating the political landscape. However, there have been concerns
about political polarization and the growing influence of special interest groups. According to Pew
Research Center (2017), the ideological divide between Republicans and Democrats has been
widening, leading to increased partisan tensions. Socially, the U.S. faces challenges such as
income inequality and racial disparities. The Gini coefficient, a measure of income inequality, has
shown an upward trend in recent years (U.S. Census Bureau, 2020). Additionally, issues related to
healthcare, education affordability, and criminal justice reform remain important topics of debate
in the country.

The number of democratic countries in Africa increased from only three in 1990 to more than 25
by 2015 (Bratton & Gyimah-Boadi, 2015). This positive trend demonstrates the growing
commitment to democratic principles and the peaceful transfer of power. However, challenges
such as political corruption, weak institutions, and ethnic conflicts continue to impact the political
landscape in certain regions. Socially, Africa faces various issues including poverty, inequality,
and limited access to essential services. The World Bank estimates that over 40% of the African
population still lives in extreme poverty (World Bank, 2020). Efforts are being made to address
these challenges through initiatives focused on economic development, social welfare, and
education.

In developed economies like Japan, the political and social landscapes have their own distinct
features. Politically, Japan operates under a constitutional monarchy with a parliamentary system.
The country has a long-standing tradition of political stability and has been governed by the Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) for much of its post-war history. Socially, Japan faces demographic
challenges, including an aging population and low birth rates. According to the National Institute
of Population and Social Security Research (2020), Japan's population is expected to decline by
nearly 30% by 2060. This trend has significant implications for the country's social welfare
systems and labor market. Additionally, Japan has been grappling with issues such as gender
inequality and work-life balance. Despite efforts to promote gender equality, women in Japan still
face barriers in terms of career advancement and representation in leadership positions (Hills,
2018).
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The number of democratic countries in Africa increased from 7 in 1990 to 24 in 2016. This
demonstrates a positive trend towards democratic consolidation and the peaceful transfer of power.
However, challenges such as political corruption, weak institutions, and ethnic conflicts still pose
obstacles to the political landscape in some regions. Socially, Africa faces various issues including
poverty, inequality, and limited access to basic services. The United Nations Development
Programme's Human Development Index (HDI) shows that while progress has been made in areas
such as education and healthcare, there is still a considerable development gap compared to
developed economies (Tadem & Gumede, 2017)

In developed economies like the United Kingdom, the political and social landscapes exhibit their
own distinct characteristics. Politically, the UK operates under a constitutional monarchy with a
parliamentary democracy. The country has a long-standing tradition of political stability and is
known for its robust democratic institutions. Socially, the UK faces challenges such as income
inequality and social mobility. Income inequality in the UK has been on the rise since the 1980s,
with the wealthiest portion of the population experiencing significant income growth compared to
the rest. This trend has implications for social cohesion and economic opportunities. Additionally,
issues such as healthcare provision, education quality, and housing affordability continue to be
important social concerns in the UK (Hirsch, Hood, Joyce, & Phillips, 2017)

Many developing economies in Africa have made progress towards political stability and
democratic governance. The number of democracies in sub-Saharan Africa increased from three
in 1990 to more than 20 by 2015 (Cheeseman & Kanyinga, 2016). This indicates a positive trend
towards democratic consolidation and the peaceful transfer of power. However, challenges such
as political corruption, weak institutions, and ethnic conflicts continue to pose obstacles to the
political landscape in certain regions. Socially, Africa faces a range of issues including poverty,
inequality, and limited access to essential services. The World Bank estimates that over 40% of
the African population still lives in extreme poverty (World Bank, 2020). Efforts are being made
to address these challenges through initiatives focused on economic development, social welfare,
and education.

In developing economies, such as India and Brazil, the political and social landscapes display their
own unique characteristics. Politically, both countries operate under democratic systems. India is
the world's largest democracy, while Brazil has experienced significant democratic advancements
over the years. However, these countries also face challenges in terms of political corruption,
bureaucratic inefficiency, and inequality. Socially, India and Brazil struggle with issues such as
poverty, access to quality healthcare, and education. According to the World Bank (2020), India
has made progress in reducing poverty rates, but a significant portion of its population still lives
in poverty. In Brazil, income inequality remains a prominent concern, with a substantial wealth
gap between the richest and poorest segments of the population (World Bank, 2020). Efforts are
being made in both countries to address these social challenges and promote inclusive
development.

Many developing economies in Africa have made progress towards political stability and
democratic governance. The number of democracies in sub-Saharan Africa increased from three
in 1990 to more than 20 by 2015 (Cheeseman et al., 2016). This indicates a positive trend towards
democratic consolidation and the peaceful transfer of power. However, challenges such as political
corruption, weak institutions, and ethnic conflicts continue to pose obstacles to the political
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landscape in certain regions. Socially, Africa faces a range of issues including poverty, inequality,
and limited access to essential services. The World Bank estimates that over 40% of the African
population still lives in extreme poverty (World Bank, 2020). Efforts are being made to address
these challenges through initiatives focused on economic development, social welfare, and
education. For example, the African Union's Agenda 2063 aims to eradicate poverty, promote
inclusive growth, and ensure sustainable development across the continent (African Union, 2015).

In developing economies, such as India and Brazil, the political and social landscapes display their
own unique characteristics. Politically, both countries operate under democratic systems. India is
the world's largest democracy, while Brazil has experienced significant democratic advancements
over the years. However, these countries also face challenges in terms of political corruption,
bureaucratic inefficiency, and inequality. Socially, India and Brazil struggle with issues such as
poverty, access to quality healthcare, and education. According to the World Bank (2020), India
has made progress in reducing poverty rates, but a significant portion of its population still lives
in poverty. In Brazil, income inequality remains a prominent concern, with a substantial wealth
gap between the richest and poorest segments of the population (World Bank, 2020). Efforts are
being made in both countries to address these social challenges and promote inclusive
development. For instance, in India, the government has implemented social welfare programs
such as the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) to provide
employment and alleviate poverty (Bardhan, 2019).

The political and social landscapes in Africa, particularly in Sub-Saharan countries, have
witnessed notable developments in recent years. Many countries in this region have made progress
towards political stability and democratic governance. Majority of citizens in Sub-Saharan Africa
express support for democratic principles and aspire to live in democratic societies. Over 70% of
respondents in several countries in the region value free and fair elections as an essential
component of democracy (Bratton et al., 2018). However, challenges such as political corruption,
weak institutions, and ethnic conflicts persist in some Sub-Saharan African countries, impacting
the political landscape. Socially, the region faces various issues, including poverty, inequality, and
limited access to essential services. The World Bank estimates that in Sub-Saharan Africa, around
41% of the population lived below the international poverty line in 2018 (World Bank, 2020).
Efforts are underway to address these challenges through initiatives focused on economic
development, social welfare, and improved healthcare and education systems.

Two examples of Sub-Saharan African countries that highlight the political and social landscapes
in the region are Nigeria and South Africa. Nigeria, the most populous country in Africa, has
experienced significant political developments. Despite challenges related to corruption and ethnic
tensions, Nigeria has made progress in terms of democratic governance. The country has
successfully conducted several peaceful transitions of power through elections. However, Nigeria
faces social challenges such as poverty and inequality. According to the Nigerian National Bureau
of Statistics (2020), the poverty rate in Nigeria stood at 40.1% in 2019. In South Africa, political
stability has been a defining feature since the end of apartheid. The country has a strong democratic
system and has witnessed several successful transfers of power. However, South Africa grapples
with social issues such as high levels of income inequality and unemployment. According to
Statistics South Africa (2020), the Gini coefficient, a measure of income inequality, was recorded
at 0.63 in 2020, indicating a high level of inequality.


http://www.iprjb.org/

INTERNATIONAL PEER REVIEWED
L JOURNAL AND BOOK PUBLISHING

www.iprjb.org

International Journal of History Research
Vol 3, Issue 2, No.5, pp 1 - 14, 2023

The political and social landscapes in Africa exhibit diverse dynamics, and Kenya serves as an
illustrative example. Kenya has made significant progress towards political stability and
democratic governance. The country has a multi-party system and has witnessed peaceful transfers
of power through elections. Kenya's political landscape has undergone notable transformations,
with increasing citizen participation and engagement in the political process (Rotberg & Matheka,
2016). However, challenges such as corruption, ethnic tensions, and unequal access to political
resources persist. Socially, Kenya faces various issues, including poverty, inequality, and limited
access to essential services. The Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (2020) reported that in 2019,
the national poverty rate stood at 32.6%, indicating a decline from previous years. Efforts are being
made to address these challenges through initiatives focused on economic development, poverty
reduction, and social welfare programs.

Two examples that shed light on the political and social landscapes in Kenya are devolution and
gender representation. Devolution, introduced in 2013 through the Kenyan Constitution, aimed to
promote inclusive governance and equitable distribution of resources at the county level. This
decentralization process has empowered local governments and enabled communities to
participate in decision-making processes that directly impact their lives. Regarding gender
representation, Kenya has made significant strides in promoting women's political participation.
The 2010 Constitution introduced a gender quota system, mandating that no more than two-thirds
of elected or appointed positions be held by the same gender. This measure seeks to enhance
women's representation in political leadership positions and address historical gender imbalances.
However, despite these advancements, gender equality remains a challenge, and women continue
to face barriers in accessing political power and decision-making roles (Ochola & Kotonya, 2016).

Another example that reflects the political and social landscapes in Kenya is the issue of land
ownership and distribution. Land plays a critical role in Kenya's social, economic, and political
dynamics. Historically, land distribution has been unequal, leading to disputes, conflicts, and social
unrest. Efforts have been made to address these challenges through land reforms aimed at ensuring
secure land tenure and equitable distribution. The Land Registration Act of 2012 aimed to
streamline land registration processes, enhance transparency, and reduce land disputes. However,
challenges persist in implementing land reforms, particularly in addressing historical injustices and
land rights for marginalized communities. The issue of land ownership and distribution remains a
complex and sensitive topic in Kenya's political and social discourse (Kamau & von Braun, 2017).

The political and social landscapes in Africa have undergone significant transformations, shaped
by historical, cultural, and economic factors. Decolonization played a pivotal role in shaping the
trajectory of African nations, impacting their political and social landscapes in profound ways.

Decolonization in Africa marked the end of colonial rule and the establishment of independent
nations. It led to the formation of new political systems, often influenced by the struggles for
independence. Many African countries adopted democratic governance models, seeking to provide
their citizens with political representation and participation. However, the process of
decolonization also created challenges, including the arbitrary drawing of borders and the
imposition of colonial structures, which have contributed to ethnic tensions, conflicts, and
struggles for power (Brubaker, 2018).

Decolonization impacted the social landscape of Africa by fostering a sense of national identity
and cultural resurgence. African nations embarked on nation-building projects, focusing on
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cultural heritage, language, and indigenous knowledge systems. Decolonization brought forth
aspirations for social justice, human rights, and socioeconomic development. However, the legacy
of colonialism and the social inequalities it engendered persist, with challenges such as poverty,
inequality, and limited access to education and healthcare remaining prominent (Mamdani, 2018).

Decolonization in Africa was closely linked to the rise of nationalism and pan-Africanism.
Nationalism fueled aspirations for self-determination and the pursuit of political independence.
Pan-Africanism, on the other hand, emphasized continental solidarity, unity, and collective action.
Figures like Kwame Nkrumah and Julius Nyerere championed pan-African ideals, influencing the
political and social landscapes of many African countries (Mazrui, 2019).

The impact of decolonization on the political landscape is reflected in the postcolonial leadership
and governance in Africa. Independence leaders often assumed key positions of power, with
varying degrees of success in transitioning from liberation movements to effective governance.
The legacies of postcolonial leaders have shaped political institutions, state-society relations, and
governance practices in Africa (Englebert, 2017).

Decolonization brought expectations of economic development and improved living standards.
However, African countries faced numerous economic challenges, including resource exploitation,
unequal global trade relations, and structural imbalances inherited from colonial rule. The pursuit
of economic development has been an ongoing struggle, with efforts to address poverty, achieve
inclusive growth, and enhance regional integration through initiatives like the African Continental
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) (Noman, Botchwey, Stein, & Stiglitz, 2017).

Decolonization also paved the way for the emergence of vibrant civil society movements and
grassroots activism across Africa. These movements have played a crucial role in advocating for
democratic governance, human rights, social justice, and accountability. Civil society
organizations have contributed to shaping the political landscape by promoting citizen
engagement, monitoring elections, and advocating for good governance (lhonvbere & Obi, 2019).
They have also been instrumental in addressing social challenges by advocating for marginalized
groups, promoting gender equality, and advancing social welfare initiatives.

Decolonization in Africa has spurred efforts towards regional integration and cooperation. African
countries recognized the importance of collective action to address common challenges and
promote economic development. Initiatives such as the African Union (AU) and regional
economic communities like the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the
East African Community (EAC) have sought to foster collaboration in areas such as trade,
infrastructure development, and peacekeeping. These regional integration efforts have influenced
the political landscape by promoting dialogue, conflict resolution, and shared governance
mechanisms (Murithi, 2019).

Statement of the Problem

This study aims to explore the multidimensional impact of decolonization on the political and
social landscapes in Africa, focusing on the case of Kenya. While decolonization marked the end
of colonial rule and the establishment of independent nations, there is a need to examine the
specific challenges and opportunities that decolonization presented in shaping Kenya's political
and social spheres (Jeppesen & Smith, 2017).). By analyzing historical and contemporary data,
this research seeks to address the following problem: What are the key political and social
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transformations that have occurred in Kenya as a result of decolonization, and how do these
transformations shape the country's post-colonial identity, governance, and social dynamics?

LITERATURE REVIEW
Theoretical Review
Postcolonial Theory

Postcolonial theory, originated by scholars such as Edward Said and Homi Bhabha, focuses on the
cultural and political consequences of colonialism and the dynamics of power between the
colonizer and the colonized. It examines how colonial ideologies, structures, and legacies continue
to shape societies even after political independence. In the context of the impact of decolonization
on political and social landscapes in Africa, postcolonial theory is relevant as it sheds light on the
complexities of power, identity, and representation in the post-colonial era (Said, 1978).

Dependency Theory

Dependency theory, developed by scholars such as Andre Gunder Frank and Raul Prebisch,
focuses on the economic relations between developed and developing countries. It argues that
colonialism created an unequal global economic system, where former colonies remain dependent
on and exploited by former colonizers. In the context of decolonization in Africa, dependency
theory highlights the economic challenges faced by newly independent nations and the
perpetuation of economic inequality and underdevelopment (Frank, 1966).

Critical Race Theory

Critical Race Theory (CRT), developed by legal scholars like Derrick Bell and Kimberlé
Crenshaw, examines how race and racism shape social and political structures. It emphasizes the
intersectionality of race, class, and gender in systems of power and oppression. In the context of
decolonization and its impact on political and social landscapes in Africa, CRT helps to analyze
the enduring legacies of colonialism, including racial hierarchies, discrimination, and inequality,
and their implications for social justice and equity (Crenshaw, 1989).

Empirical Review

Chazan & Nwankwo (2019) investigated how decolonization has influenced the political power
structures in African countries specifically examining changes in governance systems, political
institutions and decision making processes. A mixed-methods approach was employed, combining
qualitative interviews with key political figures and quantitative analysis of political power
distribution. Comparative case studies were conducted across multiple African countries. The
study found that decolonization led to a diversification of political power, with the emergence of
new political parties and the increased representation of previously marginalized groups. However,
challenges of political corruption and elite capture persist. The study recommends strengthening
democratic institutions, promoting transparency and accountability, and ensuring equitable
political representation for sustainable political landscapes in post-colonial Africa.

Adamolekun (2018) explored the impact of decolonization on the emergence and development of
civil society organizations and social movements in African countries focusing on their role in
advocating for social justice, human rights and democratic governance. Qualitative research
methods, including in-depth interviews and content analysis of organizational documents, were
employed to examine the experiences and strategies of civil society actors. The study revealed that
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decolonization provided opportunities for civil society organizations to challenge oppressive
regimes, advocate for marginalized groups, and promote democratic values. However, they also
faced constraints such as limited resources and state repression. The study recommends
strengthening civil society networks, promoting international partnerships, and ensuring an
enabling environment for the sustainability and effectiveness of civil society in post-colonial
Africa.

Dzodzi-Tameklo (2017) sought to investigate the impact of decolonization on gender equality
examining changes in women’s political representation, access to education and economic
opportunities in post-colonial African countries. A combination of quantitative analysis of survey
data and qualitative interviews with key stakeholders was utilized to capture both the statistical
trends and the lived experiences of women in the post-colonial context. The study revealed that
mixed progress in gender equality, with improvements in women's political representation and
educational attainment, but persistent challenges in economic empowerment and gender-based
violence. The study emphasizes the importance of gender-responsive policies, targeted
interventions to address gender disparities, and the inclusion of women's voices and perspectives
in decision-making processes.

Ncube, Anyanwu & Hausken (2018) examined the impact of decolonization on economic
development in African countries analyzing trends in GDP growth, foreign direct investment,
poverty rates and income equality. A comparative analysis was conducted using panel data
regression models, controlling for various economic, political, and social factors. The study draws
on national and international datasets. The study found that decolonization has had diverse effects
on economic development, with variations across countries. Factors such as natural resource
endowments, political stability, and institutional quality play a crucial role in shaping economic
outcomes. The study highlighted the need for sustainable economic policies, inclusive growth
strategies, and targeted interventions to address structural inequalities and promote equitable
development in post-colonial Africa.

Abbink (2017) investigated the impact of decolonization on ethnic conflicts in post-colonial Africa
using Sudan as a case study. The study examined the role of colonial legacies, power struggles and
resource competition in fueling ethnic tensions. A combination of qualitative interviews, archival
research, and analysis of conflict-related data was employed to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the complex dynamics of ethnic conflicts in Sudan. The study revealed that
decolonization exacerbated existing ethnic fault lines in Sudan, leading to protracted conflicts,
displacement, and marginalization. The imposition of colonial boundaries and unequal resource
distribution contributed to ethnic grievances. The study recommended inclusive governance
structures, power-sharing mechanisms, and conflict resolution initiatives that address the root
causes of ethnic conflicts and promote social cohesion in post-colonial Africa.

Wainaina & Mutisya (2019) examined the impact of decolonization on education systems in
African countries assessing achievements, challenges and opportunities in the provision of quality
and inclusive education. A mixed-methods approach was utilized, combining quantitative analysis
of education indicators with qualitative interviews and focus group discussions with key education
stakeholders. The study revealed progress in expanding access to education in post-colonial Africa
but highlights challenges such as inadequate funding, poor infrastructure, and quality disparities.
It identifies opportunities for curriculum decolonization, teacher professional development, and


http://www.iprjb.org/

INTERNATIONAL PEER REVIEWED
L JOURNAL AND BOOK PUBLISHING

www.iprjb.org

International Journal of History Research
Vol 3, Issue 2, No.5, pp 1 - 14, 2023

technology integration. The study recommended increased investment in education, policy reforms
for quality improvement, and inclusive approaches that address the needs of marginalized groups
in post-colonial African societies.

Shivute & Hinz (2017) explored the impact of decolonization on ethnic identity formation in post-
colonial Africa using Namibia as a case study. The study investigated how decolonization
processes have influenced the construction and negotiation of ethnic identities. A qualitative
research design involving in-depth interviews, focus groups, and participant observation was
employed to gather data on individual experiences and collective identity formation processes in
Namibia. The study revealed that decolonization has both reinforced existing ethnic identities and
triggered the emergence of new identity dynamics. It identified the interplay between historical
legacies, political mobilization, and cultural revival as key factors shaping ethnic identity
formation in the post-colonial context. The study recommended the promotion of inclusive nation-
building processes that recognize and accommodate diverse ethnic identities, fostering social
cohesion and peaceful coexistence.

Nwaozuzu (2020) investigated the impact of language policies implemented during the
decolonization period on social cohesion and political stability in post-colonial Africa. It examines
how language choices and policies have influenced communication, identity formation and power
dynamics. A mixed-methods approach was utilized, combining quantitative analysis of language
use and proficiency levels with qualitative interviews and discourse analysis of language policies
and practices. The study found that language policies in post-colonial Africa have had both positive
and negative effects on social cohesion and political stability. Language choices have been
instrumental in promoting national unity or exacerbating ethnic divisions, depending on the
approach to language diversity and inclusivity. The study highlighted the importance of inclusive
language policies that recognize and accommaodate linguistic diversity, fostering communication,
cultural understanding, and political stability.

METHODOLOGY

The study adopted a desktop methodology. Desk research refers to secondary data or that which
can be collected without fieldwork. Desk research is basically involved in collecting data from
existing resources hence it is often considered a low cost technique as compared to field research,
as the main cost is involved in executive’s time, telephone charges and directories. Thus, the study
relied on already published studies, reports and statistics. This secondary data was easily accessed
through the online journals and library.

FINDINGS

Our study presented both a knowledge and methodological gap. A contextual gap occurs when
desired research findings provide a different perspective on the topic of discussion. For instance,
Nwaozuzu (2020) investigated the impact of language policies implemented during the
decolonization period on social cohesion and political stability in post-colonial Africa. A mixed-
methods approach was utilized, combining quantitative analysis of language use and proficiency
levels with qualitative interviews and discourse analysis of language policies and practices. The
study found that language policies in post-colonial Africa have had both positive and negative
effects on social cohesion and political stability. Language choices have been instrumental in
promoting national unity or exacerbating ethnic divisions, depending on the approach to language
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diversity and inclusivity. On the other hand, our study focuses on the impacts of decolonization on
the political and social landscapes in Africa specifically in Kenya.

Secondly, in their study on the impact of language policies implemented during the decolonization
period on social cohesion and political stability in African countries; Nwaozuzu (2020) adopted a
mixed methods approach combined with quantitative analysis of language use and proficiency.
Our current study on the impacts of decolonization on the political and social landscapes in Africa
adopted a desktop research methodology.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDTIONS

The comprehensive empirical studies on the impact of decolonization on political and social
landscapes in Africa provide valuable insights into the complex dynamics of post-colonial
development. From political participation to social movements, economic development to ethnic
conflicts, the findings highlight both the progress and challenges faced by African nations in their
journey of decolonization.

The studies emphasize the importance of strengthening democratic institutions and promoting
citizen participation in the political process. This includes enhancing transparency, accountability,
and representation to address the persistent challenges of corruption and unequal power
distribution. Additionally, supporting and empowering civil society organizations is crucial for
advocating social justice, human rights, and democratic governance, enabling them to play an
active role in shaping the post-colonial landscape.

Economic development is another key area of focus. While decolonization has brought
opportunities for growth, the studies reveal the need to diversify economies, reduce dependency
on primary resources, and address wealth inequality. Prioritizing inclusive and sustainable
economic policies can help alleviate poverty, create jobs, and foster equitable growth. Regional
integration and cooperation are also crucial to leverage collective resources and promote economic
stability.

Ethnic conflicts continue to pose challenges in the post-colonial era. The studies highlight the
importance of inclusive governance structures, power-sharing mechanisms, and conflict resolution
initiatives. By addressing the root causes of ethnic tensions and fostering social cohesion, African
nations can work towards lasting peace and stability.

Education emerges as a fundamental pillar for post-colonial development. Increasing investment,
improving infrastructure, and addressing quality disparities are crucial in providing inclusive
education for all. By revising curricula to reflect diverse cultural perspectives and promoting
critical thinking skills, education systems can foster a sense of identity, promote social cohesion,
and equip the younger generation with the skills necessary to contribute to their countries'
development.

In conclusion, the findings of these studies underscore the need for comprehensive and holistic
approaches to address the impact of decolonization on political and social landscapes in Africa.
By implementing the recommendations outlined above, African nations can navigate the
challenges and harness the opportunities of decolonization, paving the way for inclusive,
democratic, and sustainable development.

11


http://www.iprjb.org/

INTERNATIONAL PEER REVIEWED
L JOURNAL AND BOOK PUBLISHING

www.iprjb.org

International Journal of History Research
Vol 3, Issue 2, No.5, pp 1 - 14, 2023

REFERENCES

Abbink, J. (2017). Decolonization and Ethnic Conflict in Post-Colonial Africa: The Case of Sudan.
African Affairs, 116(465), 582-603. DOI: 10.1093/afraf/adx047

Adamolekun, L. (2018). Decolonization and Social Movements: Exploring the Role of Civil
Society in Post-Colonial Africa. Journal of Civil Society, 14(1), 47-65. DOI:
10.1080/17448689.2017.1421986

African Union. (2015). Agenda 2063: The Africa we want. Retrieved from
https://au.int/en/agenda2063

Bardhan, P. (2019). Poverty, inequality, and development. Journal of Economic Literature, 57(4),
1099-1156. DOI: 10.1257/jel.20191454

Bratton, M., & Gyimah-Boadi, E. (2015). Democratic learning in Africa: Lessons from public
attitude surveys. Journal of Democracy, 26(3), 139-153. DOI: 10.1353/jod.2015.0038

Bratton, M., & Mattes, R. (2014). Popular protest and political consciousness in Africa.
Comparative Political Studies, 47(7), 971-996. DOI: 10.1177/0010414013512603

Brubaker, R. (2018). The politics of decolonization and the postcolonial state. Annual Review of
Anthropology, 47, 1-14. DOI: 10.1146/annurev-anthro-102116-041407

Chazan, N., & Nwankwo, E. (2019). The Impact of Decolonization on Political Power Structures
in Post-Colonial Africa. Africa Today, 65(4), 21-43. DOI: 10.2979/africatoday.65.4.02

Cheeseman, N., & Kanyinga, K. (2016). Democracy in Africa: Successes, failures, and the struggle
for political reform. Cambridge University Press. DOI: 10.1017/CB09781316349568

Crenshaw, K. W. (1989). Demarginalizing the intersection of race and sex: A Black feminist
critique of antidiscrimination doctrine, feminist theory, and antiracist politics. University
of Chicago Legal Forum, 1989(1), 139-167.

Dzodzi-Tameklo, A. (2017). The Impact of Decolonization on Gender Equality in Post-Colonial
Africa. Gender & Development, 25(3), 429-446. DOI: 10.1080/13552074.2017.1351945

Englebert, P. (2017). State legitimacy and development in Africa. Annual Review of Political
Science, 20, 461-479. DOI: 10.1146/annurev-polisci-060415-093633

Frank, A. G. (1966). The development of underdevelopment. Monthly Review, 18(4), 17-31.

Hills, B. L. (2018). Gender inequality in Japan: A long and winding road. Sociology Compass,
12(1), e12557. DOI: 10.1111/soc4.12557

Hirsch, D., Hood, A., Joyce, R., & Phillips, D. (2017). The changing anatomy of economic
inequality in the UK. Fiscal Studies, 38(2), 171-194. DOI: 10.1111/1475-5890.12114

Ihonvbere, J., & Obi, C. I. (2019). Civil society and democratisation in Africa. In S. Bracking
(Ed.), Handbook of African Development (pp. 289-303). Routledge.

Jeppesen, C., & WM Smith, A. (2017). Britain, France and the decolonization of Africa: Future
imperfect? (p. 254). UCL Press.

12


http://www.iprjb.org/

QJlPRJ

International Journal of History Research
Vol 3, Issue 2, No.5, pp 1 - 14, 2023

INTERNATIONAL PEER REVIEWED
L JOURNAL AND BOOK PUBLISHING

www.iprjb.org

Kamau, M. K., & von Braun, J. (2017). Land ownership and distribution in Kenya: Key issues and
recommendations. African Journal of Food, Agriculture, Nutrition and Development,
17(4), 12733-12756. DOI: 10.18697/ajfand.80.16475

Kenya Ministry of Health. (2018). The big four agenda. Retrieved from
https://www.health.go.ke/the-big-four-agenda/

Kenya National Bureau of Statistics. (2020). Kenya Integrated Household Budget Survey 2015/16:
Volume 1: Basic Report. Retrieved from https://www.knbs.or.ke/?wpdmpro=kenya-
integrated-household-budget-survey-201516-volume-i-basic-report

Mamdani, M. (2018). Decolonizing knowledge and the question of the archive. African Studies
Review, 61(1), 14-43. DOI: 10.1017/asr.2017.136

Mazrui, A. (2019). Africa and the challenges of decolonization: Continuity and change. Journal of
African Development

Murithi, T. (2019). Decolonization and the quest for integration and cooperation in Africa. In K.
Mkandawire, O. Oyugi, & T. Murithi (Eds.), Africa and the Future of International
Criminal Justice (pp. 69-85). Cambridge University Press.

National Institute of Population and Social Security Research. (2020). Population projections for
Japan: 2016 to 2060 (Summary). Retrieved from https://www.ipss.go.jp/pp-
zenkoku/e/zenkoku_e2019/pp_zenkoku2019e.asp

Ncube, M., Anyanwu, J. C., & Hausken, K. (2018). Decolonization and Economic Development
in Post-Colonial Africa: A Comparative Study. World Development, 106, 187-206. DOI:
10.1016/j.worlddev.2018.01.004

Nigerian National Bureau of Statistics. (2020). Poverty and inequality in Nigeria 2019: Executive
summary. Retrieved from  https://nigerianstat.gov.ng/elibrary/en-US/interactive-
dashboard-executive-summary-of-poverty-and-inequality-in-nigeria-2019

Noman, A., Botchwey, K., Stein, H., & Stiglitz, J. E. (2017). The policy space and role of the state
in economic transformation: Lessons from the growth literature. World Institute for
Development Economics Research Working Paper, 2017/121. Retrieved from
https://www.wider.unu.edu/sites/default/files/wp2017-121.pdf

Nwaozuzu, G. (2020). The Role of Language Policies in Post-Colonial Africa: Implications for
Social Cohesion and Political Stability. African Journal of Political Science and
International Relations, 14(5), 79-94. DOI: 10.5897/AJPSIR2020.1246

Ochola, L., & Kotonya, P. (2016). Making progress? Women's political representation and
empowerment in Kenya. Journal of Eastern African Studies, 10(3), 536-553. DOI:
10.1080/17531055.2016.1202943

Pew Research Center. (2017). Political polarization in the American public. Retrieved from
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2017/10/05/political-polarization-in-the-american-
public/

Rotberg, R. I., & Matheka, K. (2016). Kenya: Political transformation and socioeconomic change.
Journal of Democracy, 27(4), 107-121. DOI: 10.1353/j0d.2016.0067

13


http://www.iprjb.org/

'@lem

International Journal of History Research
Vol 3, Issue 2, No.5, pp 1 - 14, 2023

INTERNATIONAL PEER REVIEWED
_ JOURNAL AND BOOK PUBLISHING

www.iprjb.org

Rotberg, R. I., & Matheka, K. (2016). Kenya: Political transformation and socioeconomic change.
Journal of Democracy, 27(4), 107-121. DOI: 10.1353/j0d.2016.0067

Said, E. (1978). Orientalism. Vintage.

Shivute, P., & Hinz, M. (2017). Decolonization and Ethnic Identity Formation in Post-Colonial
Africa: A Case Study of Namibia. Journal of Contemporary African Studies, 35(2), 209-
228. DOI: 10.1080/02589001.2017.1300694

Statistics South Africa. (2020). P0310: Income and expenditure of households 2019/2020.
Retrieved from http://www.statssa.gov.za/publications/P0310/P03102019.pdf

Tadem, T. G., & Gumede, W. (2017). Democracy, political stability and economic growth in
Africa. African Journal of Political Science and International Relations, 11(5), 69-75. DOI:
10.5897/AJPSIR2017.1019

U.S. Census Bureau. (2020). Income and poverty in the United States: 2019. Retrieved from
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2020/demo/p60-270.html

Wainaina, P. N., & Mutisya, M. (2019). Decolonization and Education in Post-Colonial Africa:
Achievements, Challenges, and Opportunities. International Journal of Educational
Development, 66, 164-174. DOI: 10.1016/j.ijedudev.2018.11.003

World Bank. (2020). Poverty and shared prosperity 2020: Reversals of fortune. Retrieved from
https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/poverty-and-shared-prosperity

14


http://www.iprjb.org/
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2020/demo/p60-270.html

